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(54) FIXING DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a fixing device 
capable of prolonging the service life of a heating roller 
by suppressing the damage of a roller caused by a 
press- contact member used in a press-contact state 
with the heating roller, such as a separating pawl and a 
temperature detecting element in a fixing device 
provided with the heating roller heated to heat-fix an 
image on a recording material holding an unfixed image. 
SOLUTION: A thermistor 31 is supported to come into 
press-contact with the heating roller by a supporting 
member 32 having bimetallic structure. The supporting 
member 32 is constituted in such a manner that two 
kinds of metallic plates 321 and 322 whose thermal 
expansion coefficients are different are stuck to each 
other and the thermal expansion coefficient of the 
metallic plate 321 is smaller. When ambient temp, rises, 
the supporting member 32 is curved to push the 
thermistor 31 toward the heating roller 1. When the 
ambient temp, is low, the press-contact force of the 
thermistor becomes small. 
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